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Highlights of your trip

Havana -one of the oldest
Hispanic cities in The New World (1514)
rich in decaying architecture,
1950’s cars, beautiful women and macho
men and intoxicating music
- The warmth and friendliness of its people
- The Tropicana show an absolute
Latin extravaganza
- The Hemingway Tour
- The Museum of the Revolution

Vinales -underground boating and the
Indian Cave - The cigar factory

Cienfuegos insights into the Bay of

Pigs Invasion (April 1961) - The Fortress of
Castillo de Jagua erected in 1745

Trinidad - The colonial Hispanic charm
dating from 1514 - The Romantic Museum

Camaguay -The agricultural market
Mercado Agropecuario - The Manaaca
Ignaga sugarcane plantation
- Dancing with the locals at “La Trova”

Santiago de Cuba Fhe ingrained
Hispanic flavour of the city and
the carnival atmosphere, laced with ancient
buildings, revolutionary posters and
reminders of Soviet influences
- The cradle of the Cuban Socialist
Revolution and the Moncada Barracks
where it all started - The canon firing at
Castillo de San Pedro del Moro
- Samba dancing with the locals

Baracoa -The lush jungle setting
and the feisty music

Varadero -paim fringed beaches,
turquoise water and pulsating night life

A Convivial Cuban Caper!

Factsheet ...

Cuba is the most populated country in the
Caribbean with a population just short of 11.5
million & is the largest island in the Caribbean
with a sea coast over 5700 kms and a land
mass of 110000kms. From east to west the
distance is over 1200kms. Cuba’s population
is 51% mulatto, 37% white, 11% black and 1%
Chinese. Christianity is the most prevalent
faith professed with Santeria widely accepted
being a mix of African faiths with Catholicism.

Cuba is governed on socialist principles and a
state controlled economy. All major means of
any production are government controlled as
is the labor force. At the present time private
enterprise is miniscule. The Cuban industries
include petroleum, tobacco, nickel, cement,
steel, pharmaceuticals, agricultural, sugar
and machinery. Cuba has a growing and
flourishing tourism with the number of tourists
now exceeding 2 million last year.

This fascinating country has great diversity of
scenery, heart wrenching poverty, the omni
present reminders of its former glories &
Spanish history. Travel here requires flexibility
and patience. Their music is infectious and it
will follow you wherever you go and always
impart enduring memories of a proud people
who do express all their emotions of joy and
laughter despite their daily hardships in life.



ITINERARY

Day 1
Saturday 1* May 2010 (meals in-flight)

AIR LAN AIRLINES S.A  Flight:LA800 ECONOMY
Leave SYDNEY Arrive SANTIAGO 1210 1-Stop Via AUCKLAND 0955 16 Hours 15 Minutes
Cross international dateline

AIR LAN AIRLINES S.A FLT:LA590 ECONOMY
Leave SANTIAGO 1335 12 Hours 25 Minutes

Day 2 Air + Havana (meals in-flight + D)
Sunday 2™ May 2010
AR HAVANA 0200 1-STOP (VIA PUNTA CANA)

Transfer and check in to our Hotel and transfer to our hotel in Habana Vieja

Remainder of day at leisure with time to explore the nearby old parts of Habana Vieja.

In the evening we will have an early dinner at the Patio Restaurant (Cathedral Square), hopefully well rested for the start of
an eventful two weeks in Cuba following our long flights.

Day 3 Havana (B,L,D)

Monday 3" May 2010

0900 hrs Commence city tour Habana Vieja (Old Havana) on foot remainder by coach

1800 hrs Dinner and Show at the Tropicana

Today we will explore the areas of downtown Havana and the focal points of interest in Habana Vieja (Old Havana), Centro
Habana, and Vedado.

You will see cobbled streets and numerous decaying buildings displaying different genres of architectural influence ranging
from Spanish Moorish, French neo-classical, and ornamental and decorative colonial — baroque. We will visit the four main
squares of Catedral, Armas, Vieja, and San Francisco. Central Havana is a working class locality where many buildings are
almost in a state of complete collapse. Here you will find “Partagas” one of Cuba’s oldest cigar factories. We will stroll along
the Malecon which is the bayside boulevard which will take us back in time to the 1950’s as you see old asthmatic american
cars cruise by and loving couples walk along the boulevard arm in arm. Across the harbour entrance you will see the for-
tress of San Carlos de Cabana and the castle of Los Tres Santos Reyes del Moro built between 1589 and 1630 which guard
the entrance to the harbour, the figure of Christ and the military park. All these we will visit. Never far away you will hear the
sound of “trovadores” belting out Cuban rhythms of “son”, salsa, rumba, charanga etcetera.

Entrance fees are included in the tour to the : Cigar Factory, Fortress San Carlos de la Cabafia, The Castle of Los Tres
Reyes del Morro, Christ Park.

Lunch will be at La Domincia Restaurant (Armas Square)

This evening we will enjoy dinner and see an absolutely pulsating show at the Tropicana where over 200 dancers perform
nightly. The nightclub evening at the Tropicana includes: Dinner, entrance to the cabaret, the show, 1 welcome drink, ¥ of a
Havana Club Gold or Reserve Age rum bottle, 1 mixer, 1 snack and a preferential seat. In all my travels this is one of the
finest Latin musical feasts | have ever seen and the exquisite dress, headgear, coiffure of the ladies will not disappoint and ,
ah the dancing!

Day 4 Havana / Vinales / Havana (B,L,D)

Tuesday 4th May 2010

Day trip to Vinales Valley in Pinar del Rio and late afternoon return to Havana. Today we will visit a cigar factory in Cande-
laria & El Paraiso farm. In the surrounding red countryside we will see “Mogotes” which are strange covered mounds rising
from the valley floor. The rich red soil creates a patchwork of fields where it is said that the finest tobacco in the world is cul-
tivated. We will visit one of the largest cave systems in the Americas including the Indian Cave& go boating along an under-
ground river.

Entrance fees are included in the tour to: Pinar del Rio City, Vifales farm ,Indian Cave & the Boat tour.
Dinner will be at the Aljibe Restauarant. Special note: This is one of the best in Cuba!
It is located in the Modern Part of Havana.

Day 5 Havana / Cienfuegos / Trinidad (B,L,D)

Wednesday 5th May 2010

Today we head eastwards through the citrus and sugarcane plantations onto the Peninsular de Zapata.You will see pools or
“cenotes” as the locals say, which have been created over time by underground rivers whose ceilings have collapsed. At
Playa Giron we will visit the museum dedicated to the Bay of Pigs Invasion (April 1961). Cienfuegos is our next stop
guarded by the Castillo de Jagua fortress erected in 1745 for protection against Caribbean pirates. Cienfuegos is a centre
for sugar trade as well as coffee and tobacco. The town contains a cluster of neo-classical structures and buildings with
French overtones around the Plaza de Armas. In 2005 UNESCO placed Cienfuegos on the World Heritage list. Lunch will
be at the La cueva de los Peces Restaurant. This restaurant is located near the Giron Museum.

Entrance fees included in the tour are: Playa Giron Museum, Castillo del Jagua Fortress.

We then travel on to Trinidad some 100 kms distant where we will stay for two nights. The city exudes colonial — era charm
reflected in Moorish, neo classical and baroque architecture. Dinner will be at the Hotel Brisas Trinidad del Mar



Day 6 Trinidad (B,L,D)

Thursday 6th May 2010

Today we will enjoy the charm and beauty of Trinidad founded in 1514 and visit the Romantic Museum. Trinidad
nestles between the Escambray mountains and the beautiful coast of the Carribean. Pure white sand and crystal
clear turquoise water make this one of the top destinations in Cuba and yes you will have time for a swim. Eve-
ning at leisure and perhaps some salsa dancing.

Entrance fees included in the tour are the: Romantic Museum
Hotel Brisas Trinidad del Mar is an “All Inclusive Hotel”. Both Lunch and Dinner will be at the hotel.

Day 7 Trinidad / Camaguay (B,L,D)

Friday 7th May 2010

Depart for Camaguay, Cuba’s third largest city. En route we will stop at the Mirador de la Loma del Puerto which
provides a magnificent view of the valley and visit the Manaca Ignaga sugarcane plantation. This was purchased
in 1795 by Pedro Iznaga who became one of the wealthiest men in Cuba by trafficking in slaves who worked in
the fields. The 44 metre high tower you will see was used to watch the slaves and the bell in front of the house
served to summon the slaves. In Camaguay (founded in 1528) we will do a panoramic tour around the city with
visits to Ignacio Agramonte House. Agramonte was the local hero who led a revolt against Spain in 1868. We will
also visit the Iglesia de Nuestra Senora de la Merced built in 1748 and rebuilt a centuary later and the Mercado
Agropecuario El Rio. The latter is an excellent display of all the agricultural food of Cuba sold in a state controlled
market. The evening will be at leisure. “Nocturnos” will enjoy the late evening with music & dancing at Casa de la
Trova Patricio Ballagas.

Entrance fees included in the tour are: Tower of Manaca Iznaga, Ignacio Agramonte Museum & the Night Visit to
Casa de la Trova.Lunch at La Campana de Toledo Restaurant. Dinner at the hotel Gran.

Day 8 Camaguay / Santiago de Cuba (B,L,D)

Saturday 8" May 2010

Depart for Santiago de Cuba travelling first to Bayamo City in Granma province renown for the birthplace of
Cuba’s national anthem composer, Perrucho Figueredo. The anthem begins with the words “Al combate cored
Bayameses (Run to battle Bayamos). Here we will visit EI Cobre which is possibly the holiest shrine for Cuba’s
revolutionaries’ graveyard.

Evening at leisure with “Nocturnos” who wish we will visit Casa de la Trova for a great night of music. Entrance
fees included in the tour are the: Night Visit to Casa de la Trova. Lunch will be at La Bodega Restaurant (Bayamo
City). Dinner at either the hotel Melia Santiago or the hotel Paladar las Gallegas.

Day 9 Santiago de Cuba (B,L,D)

Sunday 9th May 2010

Today is a very full day visiting all the sights of Santiago de Cuba, peppered with monuments and memorabilia of
its revolutionary past. Santiago is Cuba’s second largest city. Our city tour will include visits to Santalfgenia
Cemetary where Jose Marti, the national hero of Cuba is interred, Antonio Maceo square, 26™ July museum, Ces-
pedes park, the Cathedral, Padre Piro, Heredia Street, Plaza Dolores, the Moncada Barracks (enschrined in his-
tory as the very start of Fidel Castro and comrades assault on the Barracks (26Jul53) which signaled the start of
events which were to change the course of Cuban history). Late afternoon we will visit Castillo de San Pedro del
Morro & see the changing of the guard and maybe firing of one of the ancient canons (canofiazo). The evening
will be rounded off with dinner at a “Palader” private home followed by a visit to a traditional musical “Trova”.

Entrance fees included in the tour are:: Santa Efigenia Cemetery, 26" July Museum, Moncada Barracks, Castillo
de San Pedro del Morro and the Night Visit to Casa de la Trova. Lunch will be at at the Morro Restaurant. Dinner
at the hotel.

Day 10 Santiago de Cuba / Baracoa (B,L,D)

Monday 10th May 2010

Depart for Baracoa (founded in 1511) some three hours distant by coach. It lies precisely 1000 kms to the east of
Havana & is the first Cuban landfall by Christopher Columbus on 21st October 1492. He wrote at that time in his
logbook “the most beautiful place in the world. | heard the birds sing that they will never ever leave this place”.
Echoing his words you will not be disappointed with Columbus’s remarks.

Baracoa is a tropical village surrounded by lush jungle vegetation and has a quaint fishing village close by called
Boca de Miel. Here we will overnight and do a tour of the surrounding area including El Castillo (the little castle)
which has a commanding view of the town, Matachin Fort (now the municipal museum of Barracoa and Punta
Fort and the coast. In the evening we will enjoy the feisty music of Flan de Queso.

Entrance fees included in the tour are: The Matachin Fort. Lunch at Castillo Hotel. Accommaodation (with Dinner
included) at either El Castillo or Porto Santo Hotel. Dinner at the hotel



Day 11 Baracoa / Santiago de Cuba (B,L,D)

Tuesday 11" May 2010

After breakfast we depart for Santiago de Cuba passing through cocoa and mango
plantations. Lunch enroute at Duaba Farm after seeing how chocolate is made.

Time permitting we will visit the Rum Bacardi factory and some city sites.

Entrance fees included in the tour are: The Duaba Farm to see the processing of chocolate .
Lunch at Finca Duaba. Accommodation (Dinner included) at Melia Santiago Hotel .

Day 12 Havana (B)

Wednesday 12" May 2010

After breakfast we depart for our flight to Havana (2hr 20 mins). Time permitting this afternoon, we will do the
“Hemingway” tour and visit the Museum of the Revolution and the Rum Museum. Ernest Hemingway was born
21% July 1899 and died at the age of 62. He spent the last 22 years of his life in Cuba interspersed with travels
to the USA, Africa and Europe. Amongst his notable works were “For Whom The Bell Tolls” on the Spanish
Civil War, and “The old Man and the Sea”, which in many ways was a reflection on his sailing days on his boat
named “El Pilar". We will endevour to return to the hotel previously used ... the Hotel O’Farril.

Entrance fees included in the tour are: Hemingway Museum and the Museum of the Revolution.
Please note that Lunch and Dinner are at own expense

Day 13 Havana / Varadero (B,L,D)

Thursday 13" May 2010

After breakfast we depart for an overnight stay at Varadero, a resort town some 140kms east of Havana. It lies
on a peninsular where the widest point is only 1.2km and boasts more than 20km of pristine white sandy
beaches and aqua marine water. Time to relax and enjoy the water before we return to Havana and our journey
home.

Lunch and Dinner at Melia Las Americas.

Day 14 Varadero / Havana (B,L)

Friday 14th May 2010

After lunch we return to Havana and (if possible) to our former hotel. In the evening we shall (if possible) see
the Buena Vista Social Club band perform. If this should not be possible we will enjoy the evening at one of the
many “Trovador” night venues.

Lunch will be at the Melia Las Americas.

The Buena Vista Social Club Band performance is subject to availability of the artists. There is no schedule
for this type of performance.

If this performance does not take place, we will enjoy a “farewell dinner”.

If the performance proceeds we will defer our “farewell dinner” to the following night ... Saturday 15" May.
Dinner are at own expense

Day 15 Havana

Saturday 15th May 2010

2200 hrs check out of hotel and transfer to airport for our flight to Santiago de Chile (

This is our final day in Havana indeed Cuba to just “chill out “, or to visit old or new sites in the city. Your tour
leader has a number of suggestions for things to do.

If the “farewell dinner” has been deferred from the previous day, (see Day 14 itinerary) we will enjoy that dinner
this evening

DAY 16 Havana / Santiago de Chile (meals in-flight)
Sunday 16" May 2010
AIR LAN AIRLINES S.A  Flight :LA590 ECONOMY
Leave HAVANA 0320 Flight 07HR 55MIN Arrive SANTIAGO 1115 NON-STOP
AIR LAN AIRLINES S.A  FLT:LA801 ECONOMY (meals in-flight) Leave SANTIAGO 2310
Flight 18HR 20MIN

DAY 17 Airborne
Monday 17" May 2010 — Cross international dateline

DAY 18 Auckland / Sydney (meals in-flight)
Tuesday 18" May 2010
Arrive SYDNEY 0730 1-STOPVIA AUCKLAND



Travel Notes o
Do not wear expensive jewellery or watches. Do use mone

belts and hidden money pouches. The penalty foit the

Clothes / Shopping: Recommended lightweight clotfié®
climate is tropical with high humidity and tempenas rang-
ing between 28C and 32C . A pullover may be hadyaitr-
conditioning on flights. Aside from rum & cigarshi@ck duty

Cuba is very severe.

ACCOMMODATION SUMMARY :-

free allowance prior to departure and avoid thesehases if HAVANA:
travelling on or through USA) the “ubiquitous “Chegm Sunday 2nd May to Wednesday 5th May.

Guevara’ Tee shirts, model cars made of clay, pajsf and
possibly some textiles made in Venezuela or CHimla, not
believe you will be having a busy or expensive tshepping
and by the way there are no big stores or supegtaro
bring strong mosquito repellant, hygienic cleanseajr
shampoo, sun-cream, sunglasses, a good hat, a temcdl
for frequent power outages, and always have tqibgter
handy.

Visa / Health: A visa is required for Cuba for thdsavelling
on an Australian, British or New Zealand passpéitleast 6
months validity on passport required. There arésted vac-
cination requirements, however, we suggest that gfueck
with your doctor. Medications for common complaistsh
as headaches and diarrhoea are recommended.

Tipping: Is expected and appreciated for all sevicowever

menial, whether it is a toilet attendant, waiteiyer, cham-
bermaid or driver. Remember the average nationgews a
pittance by our standards and equates to no mare tte
equivalent of US$20 in local pesos, where foodatsoned
for all citizens and local pesos do not buy soapthpaste,
sun-cream etcetera. These are only available instashops
where convertible pesos only are accepted.

Currency: Best foreign currency to change for Culam-
vertible Pesos (CUC) is either Euros, Canadian dp®lbr
Pounds Sterling. US Dollars will attract a penadyversion
price and in a number of places are just not aetépt As a
foreigner you will be obliged to change your foreigur-
rency into CUC’s. The local currency is Moneda aei
and is normally not available to foreigners.

Coach: 24 seater

Meals on tour: Lunches and Dinners are a set mehuna-
tional beverage.

Tour Guide: Very experienced and Spanish speakimdgy...
Seymour Major, will be with you from the time yoemhrt
Sydney. He will be joined in Havana by a universigined
and qualified Cuban guide (English speaking) whd e
with us for the duration. After the conclusion bkttour in
Cuba , Seymour will leave the group in Santiagoil&}Hho
attend to other business and will see you off aur yimal leg
back to Sydney.

Post Tour: We suggest that Well Connected Travelnsake
“post Cuban tour” add-on arrangements of South Acaer
to Brazil, Argentina, Peru and Bolivia (and regibt@avns/
cities in Chile) - ex Santiago (Chile).

Security: Some hotels used may provide safe defamsit-
ties which we urge you to always use, provided tihey pass
your individual scrutiny for surplus cash, passpeittetera.

Accommodation at O” Farril Hotel, 4 stars, 3 magh
TRINIDAD:

From Wednesday"5May to Friday 7 May.
Accommodation at Brisas Trinidad. 4 stars, 2 nights
CAMAGUAY:

From Friday ¥'May to Saturday ‘8May.
Accommodation at Gran Hotel 3 stars, 1 night
SANTIAGO DE CUBA:

From Saturday 8tklay to Monday 18 May.
Accommodation at Melia Santiago Hotel 5 stamsights
BARACOA:

From Monday 18 May to Tuesday 11May.
Accommodation at Villa Baracoa Castillo Hotel, drst
1 night

SANTIAGO DE CUBA:

From Tuesday 11May to Wednesday fMay.
Accommodation at Melia Santiago Hotel 5 starsghni
HAVANA:

From Wednesday {"May to Thursday 13May.
Accommodation at O” Farril Hotel. 4 stars, 1 night
VARADERO:

From Thursday 13May to Friday 14 May.
Accommodation at Melia Las Americas Hotel. 5 star
1 night

HAVANA:

From Friday 1¥May to Saturday I5May.
Accommodation at O” Farril Hotel. 4 star,s 1 night

A“Convivial Cuban Caper” tour

PRICING

International & Cuban domestic Air, Tax* plus Land
— (commence Sydney / conclude Sydney)

Duration (overall) 17 nights / 18 days.

- AUD7,500 p.p. share twin

- AUD900 single supplement
Payment requirement: AUD4,000 required within
7 days of invoicing. Balance 1 March 2010.

Domestic Cuban Air, Tax* plus Cuban land
arrangements —

(commence Havana / conclude Havana)
Duration 14 nights/ 15 days.

This is suitable for persons making separate
international air arrangements to/from Havana.
- AUD3,900 p.p. share twin

- AUD900 single supplement
Payment requirement: AUD400 required within
7 days of invoicing. Balance 1 March 2010

* Fuel surcharge included and based on bank sellers
rates of exchange USD to AUD.

In the event of a substantial rate of exchange
Differential, tax subject to a currency surcharge.
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